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Breconshire Local & Family History Society (BLFHS)
Cymdeithas Hanes Lleol a Theuluoedd Brycheiniog
Newsletter 65 - May 2017
“One Man – Two Lives”
This month we want to tell you a story of how
our newsletter travelled across the world and in
doing so enabled a far flung member to make
contact with relatives she was not aware
existed.

This month on our website
Just a reminder
From April 30th the website will be frozen. During this period of
hibernation members will still be able to access the current website as
normal but no new items will be placed on it, no old items will be
removed, and no amendments will be made. Items of Society news and
our monthly Newsletters will be emailed directly to members. When the
new website is up and running, visitors will be able to access old and
new data as before. Members will be kept informed by email of the
progress of the upgrade and of course will be told when the new website
is up and running. Access to the member’s section of the new website
will require a different username and password from the ones currently
in use; members will be informed about this in time for the launch. I
hope that everyone understands the need for this change and will bear
with us until every section of our website has been converted to the new
CMS website platform.

Clair Callaghan contacted the Society after
reading the articles about Rees Price Pritchard
(born Llanhamlach 1781) in copies or our
newsletter. BLFHS Newsletters 50 &51, 2016),
written by one of our members. She was
interested to read of Rees’ early exploits as she
is his great great granddaughter through Rees’
son Samuel Frances Pritchard. Samuel sailed for
Australia in 1871 on the SS Great Britain and
subsequently moved on to New Zealand where
his descendants continue to live. Clair made
contact with the author of the two articles and it is very gratifying to think that our Society was instrumental in
bringing together two parts of a family. Clair has written a detailed account of the life of her great great grandfather
entitled “One Man: Two Lives” and has generously given us permission to include it in our Newsletter. This month we
begin his story.

Introduction – New Zealand 1902
The twentieth century rolled around full of promise. No longer a colony, New Zealand was a fullyfledged nation in her own
right, even if only a young
country still. Women had
the vote, education was
free for all, the main trunk
line would soon open and
the phrase ‘World War’ had
not yet been uttered by a
soul. However, none of
these things mattered to
those gathered around a
bedside in Oamaru hospital.
Their loved one had
suffered too long and would
soon leave them. He would
have wanted to stay to see
this brave new world, but it
was not to be.
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On the 1st of September 1902 Samuel Francis Pritchard
passed away at just sixty years old. He was clearly loved as
the words in his memorial express; “Father is gone, but not
forgotten, nor is the good advice he gave. Sweetest thoughts
shall ever linger around our darling father’s grave”.
Cancer had robbed him of the chance to see his children grow
up or experience the joy of grandchildren. His sons and
daughters, the oldest of which was only ten, would never
again hear tell of the old country, the long voyage south and
of the loves won and lost. It is a story that must be told. A
man I wish I had met and with whom our family feels a strong
connection. A tale of two halves; the Welsh country boy from
a large family and the lone Otago settler forging his way in a
Southern Land. We owe it to Samuel to hang his story from
our family tree. So, gathered from historical records and
embellished with imagined character this is the tale of my
Great Grandfather Samuel Francis Pritchard.

Part I – A Country Boy from the Valleys

When you approach the tiny St David’s church on the top of a rise in mid-Wales it always comes as a
surprise. The twists and turns of tree-covered lanes cocoon you in the cool valley below. The scenery
thereabouts is like Wales in miniature; you know the mountains loom above, and opening the car
window you can hear the rush of the river Dunohw somewhere close. Then just as you turn the last
corner on the hill there she is. A sturdy wee church with a square tower and an ancient yew tree and
graveyard. This is Llanddewi’r Cwm (said clan-der-wee-cum) on the northern edge of Breconshire.

Llanddewi'r Cwm - beginnings
Translated to ‘St. David’s church in the valley’ LLanddewi’r Cwm is a quiet spot, dating back to the
twelfth century (CPAT, 2012). There is very little to describe the settlement really for there is no village
nor obvious farming community as such. Not even a pub! Only a few farm houses remain today and
by all accounts the community has never been a particularly large one. Yet it is a delightful corner of
the earth. The church stands almost like a protection for this valley community. A place to ring-in the
summer harvest; celebrate weddings and births and farewell loved ones. By contrast the mountain
above is a barren and foreboding place. It’s covered in low tundra grasses and rocky promontories and
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shares its silence with only the sheep and wild horses. In winter the mountain is frozen over, like a
giant white monolith. On a summers evening though the hillside is transformed. The rocks soften,
turning treacle-coloured in the warm setting sun. This was Samuel’s childhood playground; the
mountain of Pentyllyn with the vale of Llanddewi’r cwm below. From mucking about in the rock pools of
the Dunohw to shenanigans in the graveyard and summer swims in the mountain lake this seems like
an idyllic place to grow up. When he wasn’t working hard on the farm that is!

At the height of its population in 1895 there were only twenty-odd children in attendance at the local
school. And this is a time when families were large and ten children was a common occurrence, so just
where were all the children? Many children of mid-nineteen century Wales earned a living young; down
the mines, on the farm or as domestic servants and Samuel was no exception.

The Pritchards of the Valley
Taking a step back and facing the valley again this is where it all began for Samuel. This is where he
and many of his younger siblings were born. His father, Rice Price Pritchard hailed from Llanhamlach,
around twenty miles south in the heart of the Brecons. When Samuel’s father came here he was
already past middle-age at forty-four. He had just married again after his first wife’s death and this
time to twenty-five year old, Mary Anne Pugh. Together they moved to LLanddewi’r Cwm around 1835.
Of Rice’s ten children from the first marriage only his eldest son, also named Rice, and youngest
daughter Gwen moved with him and Mary. Rice Price and Mary move around a lot actually, eventually
retiring back down south in Llangorse where Rice Price worked well in to his late seventies as a ‘carrier’
(a road transporter with his own horse and cart team). It is highly likely Samuel’s ancestors had been
men of the land as well. There certainly are land tax records from the region showing tenant farmers
Thomas and Rice Pritchard renting from a ‘Mrs Evans’ in the hamlet of Llanwithwl, Breconshire.
Whether these are Rice Price’s father, Thomas and Uncle, is unclear, but possible. Samuel was born in
to a very large farming family – nineteen in all, including ten half-siblings. He was Rice and Mary’s third
child and first to be born on the hillside farm of ‘Abberdefono’ in Llanddewi’r Cwm in 1837. At this time
there were thirteen houses in the valley with seventy-five residents, all farmers except for a miller,
watchmaker and excise officer. Ten years later Samuel’s father had one hundred and fifty acres at
‘Pwllgwyn’. It is possible that at this time too that Mary’s extended family also moved into the area. We
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see a retired couple, Thomas and Elizabeth Pugh living on the farm next door with a daughter about
Mary’s age (a sister perhaps?). There is also another ‘Pugh’ on the ‘Abberdefono’ farm Rice Price that
had previously worked.

[Follow the story in our June newsletter when the next stage in Samuel’s journey will be serialised:
“The Welsh Voice is heard on the Farm”]

♦

Free Online Resources

BRECONSHIRE STRAYS
MONMOUTHSHIRE
LLANFOIST
Banns
Henry Morgan otp & Elizth Evans, Llanelly. Banns 20/27
May & 3 Jun 1764.
John Meredith otp & Sarah Parry, Llanelly, Brecs. Banns
17/24 Apr & 1 May 1785.
Abraham Williams Llangattock, Crickhowell parish &
Rachel Phillips otp. Banns 8/15/22 Aug 1790.

There are lots of free resources out there on the Internet.
Copy and paste the web addresses into your browser.

War Memorials Online
A website set up to record, preserve and remember our war
memorials.
www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk
[See below for a workshop on this site and the War
Memorials Trust who has initiated it]

♦

Page |5

War memorials Online Workshop 10am – 4pm
Brecon Library, Ship Street. 22nd or 23rd Jun 2017
Site visit: St Mary’s Church, Brecon.
Lunch location: Pilgrim Tearooms, Brecon Cathedral.
If you are interested in the history of war memorials and how they can be preserved this workshop may be of
interest to you
The War Memorials Trust is holding two free war memorials workshops in Brecon for members of the public. The
workshops will offer:

An introduction to the War Memorials Trust
Training on using the website War Memorials Online [www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk]
A site visit to undertake a condition survey of a local war memorial
Details of funding available for war memorials and best conservation practice
Information about the Powys War Memorial Project
The day will include a number of presentations as well as computer sessions in which attendees can explore
and add to the website. PC’s will be available at the venue but attendees can bring their own laptops. Lunch is
provided so please advise if you have any dietary requirements.
There is no charge but places must be booked. This is not organised by BLFHS so please book direct at
www.warmemorials.org/conferences
Or call War Memorials Trust on 020 7233 735
BRECONSHIRE STRAYS

BRECONSHIRE STRAYS

MONMOUTHSHIRE

MONMOUTHSHIRE

LLANFOIST

LLANFOIST

Burials

Marriages

Martha Priest. Llanelly. 31 Dec 1812
Whose widow no one can tell
Rebecca Jarret. Llanelly. 12 Aug 1814. Age 30
Jas Hooper. Llanelly. 26? Oct 1819. Age 35
Lewis Edmond. Llanelly. 29 Apr 1821. Age 74
Jane Bird. Llanelly.26 Nov 1823. Age 41/2
Thos Dunn. Brecon. 8 Dec 1824. Age 56
John Elwood. Llanelly. 23 Sep 1826. Age 29
David Morgan. Llanelly. 17 Mar 1831 …yrs
Elizth Bird. Crickhowell. 7 Jan 1833. Age 55
Jas Edwards. Llanelly. 16 Mar 1838. …yrs
Elizth Hooper. Llanelly. 11 Jun 1839. Age 62
Thos Kershaw son of Thos Kershaw, Bryn Mawr,
Llanelly, Shopkeeper. 12 Feb 1844. Age 20
Jane Lewis wife of John Lewis, widow of BLANK Tirley
& BLANK Jones, then living at Govilon Public House.
Griffin Inn, Brynmawr, Llanelly Parish. 22 May 1844.
Age 56
John Hooper. Brynmawr, Llanelly, a collier. 24 May
1844. Age 71

Henry Davies, X, parish of Llanelly, Brecs. Batch &
Rebecca Watkins, X, otp, spin. Wit: Isaac Watkins, X; ne
Davies, X: with consent of friends. Banns. 14 Nov 1834
Thos Price, Llanigon, Brecs. & Elizth Munn, otp, spin.
Wit: Catherine Mun; …? Davies; Thos Powell, clerk
[parish clerk, DW]: with consent of friends. Banns. 17
Sep 1836
Thos Blacker, full age, gardener, otp. Father: Wm
Blacker, farmer.

Married
Anne Jeffreys, full age, spin, Crickhowell. Father: Henry
Jeffreys, maltster. Witnesses: Philip Powell, clerk [&]
Elizth Powell. X. Licence. 11 Nov 1843
HenryJones, X, full age, batch. Labr. Llanfoist Village.
Father: Henry Jones, farmer.

Married
Martha Williams, full age, spin. Llangenny. Father: Jas
Williams, farmer. Witnesses: Philip Powell, clerk [&] Elizth
Powell, X. Licence. 10 Oct 1856
[Note: the Powells witnessed many of the marriages in
this Register.]

Page |6

April Meeting Review: South Wales Sanatorium, Bronllys
At the April 2017 meeting, BLFHS members and visitors were treated to a very informative presentation, by John
Powell, on the origins of the South Wales Sanatorium at Bronllys. John provided a myriad of photographs, plans and
maps of the estate, including many of the original mansion house, Pontywal Hall. In its heyday, the sanatorium had its
own produce gardens, a post office, tennis courts, a chapel and patients’ workshops. If you missed the meeting, or
want to view the material again, it is available on the members’ section of the BLFHS website.
Ann Voss
The sound recording and accompanying slides can be found on the BLFHS website.
www.blfhs.co.uk/members/meetings/

♦
May Meeting Review: A walk around Historical Brecon with Margaret Sommers
On Tuesday, 2nd May 2017 twenty three members attended this event. It was a nice day and this being the
last day for the biannual Brecon Fair, which fills the middle of the town, we were able to walk in a traffic free
zone for much of our walk.

See the 1834 map of Brecon on the next page and follow our walk. We began the walk at Brecon Library, Ship
Street and went down Ship Street to a viewing point by the river Usk Bridge. Incidentally, Ship Street is actually
Sheep Street (Heol y Defaid). Margaret spoke about the history of Christ College Public School, just across the
river. It was originally a Dominican friary and following the dissolution of the monasteries, Henry Vlll established a
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school on the site. She also pointed out Dinas orphanage, now a private house but originally the Dinas Estate
gatehouse. Between Dinas Gatehouse and number 19 on the map [the White Lion] was a row of cottages, which were
eventually demolished due to constant flooding. The old pub is now sixth form classrooms for Christ College students.
Across the main road, Bridge Street, and next to the river was the Tannery; apparently the stench of the skins was
overwhelming. Now it is the Ty Henry Vaughan medical centre, named after a famous 17th century Breconshire poet cum
medic.

Retracing our steps, we crossed the road and went along Horn Lane, now named Market Street, to the bottom
of Castle Street, where we looked at the river Honddu and discussed the number of Mills, both corn and cloth,
which had been on that stretch of river in the past. Only one of the mill buildings remain today, Honddu Mill,
below the Castle Hotel. Today it is a dwelling and the mill wheel has long disappeared. There are still signs in
the river, showing where water had been diverted to increase the flow to the mills.
Margaret spoke about the Castle, of which a wall of the Great Hall remains as part of the Castle Hotel property.
The original Castle was built by the Norman Baron, Bernard de Neufmarche, who conquered this area and
created the settlement within a wooden castle enclosure in 1093. The present street called Bailey Glas, suggests
the enclosed Castle area of the past. Only much later, did the town expand across the river Honddu to the
plateau on which stands the present town.
Bernard de Neufmarche’s confessor persuaded him to build the St John’s Priory, up the hill from the Castle, in
thanksgiving for his capture of the area from the Welsh.

The Benedictine Priory was linked to Battle Abbey, in Sussex, which provided the monks for the Priory. Henry
Vlll’s dissolution of the monasteries led to the loss of the Priory, although the part of the Priory church which
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exists today as Brecon Cathedral, was allowed to remain because it served the religious requirements of the townsfolk.

We walked up Castle Street to join High Street Superior. Here we were fortunate to be invited into the building
which was named the Bell Inn and latterly, the Punch Bowl. It has stood unoccupied and in a somewhat derelict
condition for some time, but is now in the process of being converted into flats and shop accommodation. The
first floor room was the site of many a performance of the famous Sarah Siddons, who was born in Brecon and
was a member of her father’s travelling theatrical company, during the 18th century.
We walked on into High Street Inferior and the Bulwark, looking at the Georgian facades of the medieval
burgess plots. The Cartographer, John Speed composed a book of maps called "Theatre of Great Britaine" which
was first published in 1616. The book comprised county maps with the principal town plan placed in the corner
of each map. The town plan of Brecon illustrates how little Brecon town centre has changed since that time [see
attached Speed Town Plan]. There were three preaching crosses in High Street Inferior and the Bulwark, this
area being the main commercial part of the town. St Mary’s Church with the attached Buckingham Tower at
its one end, still stands in the centre of this area. The town was part of the estates of the Stafford family, Dukes
of Buckingham and it was here, in the Castle that the Bishop of Ely, Cambridgeshire, was imprisoned for his
disloyalty to Richard lll and when Stafford turned against Richard to Henry Tudor, part of the plotting was done
at Brecon. Eventually, Henry Vlll had enough of the Stafford family and Brecon reverted to the Crown.
High Street Inferior also houses the Guildhall. Originally a butter market, with an open ground floor, at one
point it contained Brecon’s arsenal in the floor above! It was and is the home of the local town government.
The original Brecon Old Bank”, established in 1778 by Mr John Wilkins as “Wilkins & Co” was situated at the
top of High Street Inferior. An important bank, it dealt with both agricultural accounts from the hinterland as
well as industrial dealings with the creation of The Monmouth Brecon Canal and the industrial development of
Merthyr Tydfil and the valleys. It was bought by Lloyds Bank in 1890 and Lloyds Bank still uses this building.
At the end of the Bulwark, we stood by the original Shire Hall, now the Brecknock Museum and we discussed
the town walls, with their gateways which had surrounded the town [see Speed’s Town Plan]. The majority of
the walls and gateways went at the time of the Civil War, but echoes of their existence can still be found in the
Street called Water Gate and in the mound at the rear of the Watton Mount building, near the end of Bulwark
on which is the ruin of one of the towers.
There was discussion about the Street called Free Street, just off the Bulwark and Watton junction. On Speed’s
plan it is named as “Rewredd Ward”. Today it is called “Free Street” or “Heol Rhydd”, suggesting a road or
ward outside the town walls and so free of the tax paid to enter the town centre. Margaret suggested that the
street could have been originally known as “Rhyd Street” or “Ford Street”, pointing in the direction of the river
Usk where the river could be forded.
We all had a great time and were grateful to Margaret for sharing her knowledge of Brecon with us.

♦
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BOOK REVIEWS
Welsh History: A Chronological Outline by Glyn E German. Pub. Y Lolfa Cif. 2015. ISBN: 9781847718228
Anyone who did not go to school in Wales would have been taught little of the history of Wales –perhaps Edward I’s
trick about the Welsh-born Prince of Wales, that the Tudors had Welsh origins and not much more. Even those
educated in Wales may find their knowledge fades with time. This book on Welsh history can provide a comprehensive
outline for people who have not been taught the history of the land of their ancestors, or revive fading memories of
those who have.
In a standard- sized paperback Glyn E German covers the history of Wales from earliest prehistory to 2014. It is not
told as an unfolding story but as a presentation of facts about events, significant people, culture and society, in date
order. It is a useful reference book or a starting point for further investigation in other books or searches online.
Anyone researching a particular time span can gain from this book an impression of what was happening in Wales at
that time in many fields, so adding to the depth of the picture of that period. For example facts about Howell Harris
and the spread of the early Methodist movement are on the same page as information about the improvements to Welsh
main roads at that time. No connection between the two is made by the author but the idea of a possible link may be
stimulated in the reader as well as the question about the state of Breconshire roads in the eighteenth century.
Anyone researching Welsh ancestors or Welsh local history before the early nineteenth century should know about the
Acts of Union of 1536 and 1543. These Acts set up the system of government and justice in Wales for centuries. The
Acts also effected a decline in use of the Welsh language and the patrynomic naming system. The description of the
Acts in the entries for 1536 and 1543 is succinct and useful for anyone interested in Welsh history between the reigns
of Henry VIII and Queen Victoria.
Welsh culture is given a prominent place. As well as facts about the lives and works of Welsh writers, examples of their
poems, hymns or songs are quoted, or reproduced fully, in both Welsh and English. The words of the national anthem
and their meaning in English are given in full so anyone at home can join in the singing of a televised rugby
international.
Glyn E German has compiled an anthology of Welsh history arranged in chronological order: a treasury which provides a
wide picture of Welsh heritage.
Mary Zorkoczy

♦
Don’t forget – I am always looking for interesting article subjects so let me know if you
have anything you would like to share!!!!
I am looking for interesting subjects on which to base the monthly article. If you are passionate about a
subject which you think would be interesting to our members please let me know by sending me an email at the
usual address editorblfhs@outlook.com
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Website
Our website address is www.blfhs.co.uk

Next Meeting
Date/Time:

Tuesday June 6th 2017 2pm

Place:

Brecon Library 2pm

Subject:

Annual General Meeting
Members will elect the Management Committee for 2017-18. The AGM will be followed by:
Photographs of Brecon Past and Present: Rob Eckley will present an illustrated talk using old
photographs of Brecon and selections from his own collection of modern photographs.

♦

♦

